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Dear Readers...
A warm welcome to the March 
issue of your favourite community 
magazine! The days are getting 
longer, the weather milder and the 
first Spring bulbs are bursting into bloom, we hope 
you enjoy this special time of year.

As always our publication is jam packed with local 
community news, activities and events.  As we 
went to print on this edition local group SLS have 
launched their third Easter Egg appeal for the 
homeless and vulnerable - see page 13 for news of 
how you can help.  

SARA are looking for more members to help in both 
support roles and additional crew members.  If this is 
something that interests you, see overleaf for details 
on how to get involved. 

We have news from several of the local primary 
schools this month, along with updates from the 
local Lions and Rotary Club, Chepstow Community 
Fit Club, Chepstow Choral Society, Chepstow U3A, 
Chepstow Agricultural Society, Chepstow Walking 
Festival, and more!

Thank you to all our advertisers and contributors for 
your continued support - we couldn’t do it without 
you!  If you would like to appear in our next issue, 
the deadline will be 15th March for our April edition.   

Don’t forget to spoil your Mothers this month and... 
Enjoy the read! 

Don’t forget you can keep up with each 
monthly edition of Chepstow Matters via 
www.mattersmagazines.co.uk/chepstow

Jaci x

   

   Contact Us : 

01291 606 900
sales@mattersmagazines.co.uk  

community@mattersmagazines.co.uk

www.mattersmagazines.co.uk

Chepstow Matters
Editor: Jaci Crocombe

c/o Batwell Farm, Shirenewton  NP16 6RX

Reg Office:   Matters Magazines Ltd, 
130 Aztec West, Almondsbury  BS32 4UB

Co Regn No: 8490434

Follow us on Twitter
@ChepstowMatters

  /ChepstowMatters

Chepstow Matters is independently published every month and 
delivered FREE to approximately 10,000 homes across NP16 5, 
6 and 7 on a rotational basis so that every home receives one 
through their door once per quarter. 
The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of 
the editor (unless it is a personal review of a service that we have 
participated in).  We cannot vouch for every advertiser personally 
(although we endeavour to use as many of our advertisers’ 
services ourselves as we can).  Any feedback or experience is 
welcomed.  
We would like to thank all the advertisers who support this 
publication and therefore make it possible.  Please return 
their support by utilising their services when and where you 
can.  It is the advertiser’s responsibility to ensure conformity 
with the Trade Descriptions Act 1975, Business Advertisements 
Disclosure Order 1977, Sex Discriminations Act 1975 and the 
Consumer Credit Act 1974.   We cannot be held responsible for 
misrepresentations in the adverts included. All artwork created 
by us must not be published in any other media without our 
permission.   © Matters Magazines Ltd 2017
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SARA is recruiting!  
The team at Beachley are looking for new crew, 
and for new supporters to help with fundraising, 
and also for other roles in running the Lifeboat & 
Rescue Station to a professional standard.    

Team members come form all walks of life and 
are aged from 18 to well into retirement.  Some 
live close to Beachley, and others are from across 
the county and the Forest of Dean.

The SARA Team is getting busier each year, and 
2017 has already seen a high number of callouts for 
the land search and the lifeboat crew.  Have you got 
what it takes to join your local Search and Rescue 
Organisation?  Would you like to support it?  

The Supporters of SARA is a small but growing team 
of members who are not operational, but help to raise 
the essential money, which is needed to keep the 
Station operational.  Fundraisers will need to commit to 
supporting at least 6 events a year.   Other Supporters have skills such as 
administration and vehicle mechanics which are essential to keeping the 
operation going.  

SARA is having an Open Evening at Beachley on Thursday 30th 
March, for people interested in becoming ‘Supporters of SARA’.  

SARA is also looking for new crew members to join the Land Search 
Team, with a training programme starting in May.   Once qualified, crew 
who would like to can then also train for lifeboats, swift water or cliff 
rescue as well. Training generally happens on Thursday evenings and 
Sunday mornings. 

Whether you are thinking about training to become operational crew, or 
to help in other ways, download and send-in the Application Form from 
www.sara-rescue.org.uk/join-us, 
or contact beachley.trainingmanager@sara-rescue.org.uk if you would like more information.

Ian Watts & Son Ltd
Independent Family Funeral Directors Est 1968

“Respect & Dignity are at the heart of everything we do”

• 24 Hour Personalised Service • Private Chapels of Rest 
• Monumental Services • Pre-Payment Funeral Plans • Helping Families in all areas 

• Free Assistance with Funeral Grants • Male & Female Funeral Directors

01291 420972 • 07947 847277 • 07977 092935
www.ianwattsandson.com • joianwattsandson@gmail.com

19th—23rd April 2017 

Programme and booking details  

www.walksinchepstow.co.uk 

R WHITE 
PLUMBING & HEATING
• Central Heating 
• Kitchens 
• Bathrooms

01291 420587 
07792 094552
rwhiteplumbingheating@live.com 

Installer Ref: 6389
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175 year celebration for Agricultural Society 
Chepstow agricultural society has celebrated its 175th year 
this month with a dinner at St Pierre hotel and country club. 

The dinner saw people from across Monmouthshire and 
Gloucestershire come together to celebrate rural trades, 
talents and tastes in the area and raise money for the society 
which organises the annual Chepstow Show.

Chairman of the society Alun Morgan said:

“Marking our 175th anniversary is a significant achievement 
that everyone in the society is incredibly proud of. Pulling 
together the memorabilia from the Society over the years has 
been fascinating, and provides a real insight into the strength of our local 
agricultural community as well as the breadth of skills and talents that 
exist. It’s especially interesting and gratifying to see farm names on old 
records that are still on the membership list today! 

“Now more than ever, with an increasingly urban population, it’s vital that 
we do what we can to showcase the very best of working rural life to as 
many people as possible, and I hope that Chepstow Agricultural Society 
will be doing that for many years to come.” 

Chepstow Agricultural Society can trace its roots 
back to 1841 when a Chepstow Farmers Club 
was established, holding a ploughing match at 
Hayes Gate Farm, Crick as its inaugural event. 
To mark this historic event diners were able to 
read the original news report on the ploughing 
match from 1841, as well as see a selection of 
photographs and memorabilia from the Society’s 
history. 

As well as putting on the annual show, which this 
year takes place at Chepstow Racecourse on 
Saturday 12th August, the Society also seeks to 
provide support to various agricultural charities.



                        Let people know you saw them in Chepstow Matters! 7

It’s All Going Green at 
The Dell Primary School
The Dell Primary School was very pleased to 
take a step up to be judged ‘Green’ last month in 
the ESTYN categorisation which looks at pupil 
attainment at expected and higher than expected 
national levels, as well as attendance and 
leadership. The categorisation is made up of two 
parts which together determine the ‘colour’. Step 1 
looks at standards (Dell was given ‘1’ - top marks), 
Step 2 looks at Leadership & capacity to improve 
(again Dell was given ‘A’ – top marks).  

Head Teacher Stephen King commented “This is 
a great milestone for the school and the latest accolade on our improvement journey.  Last year we were 
awarded the prestigious NACE Challenge Award for excellence in provision for all pupils, especially those 
who are more able and talented. We are also working towards our third Green Flag as part of the Eco 
School programme and hope that our forthcoming assessment will see us achieve this award.”

The Dell’s PTA has gone from strength to strength over the past few years and provided a huge amount 
of support both financially and in terms of project management. As well as the usual termly discos and 
fairs, they’ve raised funds through a recycling programme and a number of grant applications from other 
organisations. 

Most recently their bid to One Family Foundation saw an award of £5,000 which was used for improvements 
to outdoor playtime provision for younger children. The PTA are currently funding similar improvements to 
the older children’s outdoor play areas and will also be supporting improvements to the school radio station.

BE
GOOD
AT
BEING
YOURSELF

Creative Courage For Life
™

®

Find out more today:
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Unlock your child’s potential with 
Stagecoach Performing Arts 
Singing, dancing and acting classes for 
 year olds, where students learn 
to embrace life with creativity and courage
4 - 18

chepstow@stagecoach.co.uk

01633 422122

stagecoach.co.uk/chepstow

Every day is a new adventure, including:

HOLIDAY 
CLUBS

 ■ Archery skills
 ■ Archery tag
 ■ Big foot challenge
 ■ Ghillie games
 ■ Obstacle course

 ■ Survival skills
 ■ Treasure Hunt
 ■ Team challenges
 ■ Zorb football

NEW! 
Award winning  

Mojo Active 
Holiday Club 

coming to 
Chepstow 
Races this 

Easter

For more information and to book visit  
www.mojoactive.co.uk/kids 

or call 01454 660075
Holiday clubs  |  Parties  |  High Ropes  
Schools  |  Stag & Hen Parties  |  Fitness 

 Corporate Teambuilding

Standard day: 9am to 4pm
Extended day: 8am to 6pm

For children 7 years + 

Half page ad Primary Times 90mm x 273mm 02.17.indd   1 14/02/2017   11:19

Grand National Party 
Raceday!

Join us for our popular combination of live racing from 
Chepstow and the Aintree Grand National on the big 
screen. There’s also a live performance from Madness 
tribute act, One Step Behind after racing.

There are seven races from Chepstow sponsored by 
Totepool and the big one from Aintree is off at 5.15pm.

We’ll have an 80/90s DJ set before racing starts in our 
Bonanza Boy marquee. Admissions starts from just £20. 
Children aged 17 and under go free.

There is also a ‘Pie and Pint’ package for £26 which 
includes a Grandstand and Paddock ticket, a pie, a 
pint and race day programme – this must be booked in 
advance.

Parking is free of charge and we operate a race day bus 
service from Newport and Chepstow Railway Stations. 

Why not enjoy the afternoon from our Silks 
Restaurant?  Located on the first floor of the Premier 
Stand with panoramic views overlooking all the racing 
action.
• Reserved table for the day
• Hospitality admission ticket
• Three-course menu
• Raceday programmes
• Tipster Talk
• Private bar and betting facilities

Non-Window – £80.00 Inc. Vat per person
Window Table – £90.00 Inc. Vat per person (minimum of 6 
people)
Gates open at 12:15 and the first race is off at 14:15.
Tickets and hospitality available via 
www.chepstow-racecourse.co.uk or 01291 622 260

Place Your Advert Here 
for just £15 month*  

Call 01291 606 900 
to be in our April edition!

*price based on annual booking and subject to VAT
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                    Live Foods 
Crickets, Locusts, Mealworms, Morio worms 

£1.80 per tub            or           3 tubs for £5.00 

Family	  run,	  specialised	  pet	  store	  stocking	  all	  
the	  main	  pet	  brands.	  	  

With	  our	  extensive	  range	  of	  products	  and	  
live	  animals	  in	  store	  for	  you	  to	  purchase,	  we	  
have	  nearly	  everything	  you	  might	  want!	  	  

Reptile	  Parties!	  
Ran	  out	  of	  ideas	  for	  your	  children’s	  birthday	  
parties?	  Why	  not	  try	  something	  different?	  
Meet	  some	  of	  our	  favourite	  scaly	  friends	  
including	  Holo	  our	  Burmese	  Python!	  
Come	  in	  store	  for	  more	  details!	  
Or	  call	  us	  on	  01291	  626935	  
	  

Situated	  at	  the	  top	  of	  town,	  
near	  the	  bus	  station.	  
NP16	  5DH	  

Dog Groomer now on site!
Reptile Parties - Why not try something 
different ... Meet some of our favourite 
scaly friends including Holo our Burmese 
Python!

Give us a call, or pop in and see us in 
store for more details.

Family run, specialised pet store stocking all 
the main pet brands.

With our extensive range of products and live 
animals in store for you to purchase, we have 
nearly everything you might want!

01291 626935

!!
TeaCupTales 

!

!
Vintage china hire & 	

catered Tea parties for all occasions	
!

Birthdays, 	
Baby showers, Christenings,	

Weddings,Anniversaries & Funerals	
!

Hire Prices from £3 per person	
Catering from £4 per person	

!
Contact Amy 01291 420664 or 07803936520	

Email teacuptales@btinternet.com 	
www.facebook.com/tcuptales	

!

Tea Cup Tales
Chepstow Matters was delighted to chat with local 
resident Amy Burdon about her small business, 
which evolved from her passion for all things 
vintage.  

Tea Cup Tales offers vintage china hire and catered tea parties for all occasions such as 
birthdays, baby showers, christenings, weddings, anniversaries and funerals - anything 
that warrants something a little bit special!

Amy told me that a mismatched tea set was even on her wedding list and she has spent 
much time over the years since rummaging through charity shops and building her 
collection up to its current level of being able to offer up to 150 place settings.  She has 
also collected special linens, handmade napkins and table overlays which all create the 
lovely settings you can see in the photographs.

Settings are available to hire from just £3 per person, or Amy can set up the whole 
event for you.  Prices always include the washing up afterwards!  Tea Cup Tales can also 
offer catering for your event, using local food hygiene registered suppliers to support 
everything Amy herself offers.  Catering prices start at £4 per person, with a minimum 
order of 6 people.  One idea that Amy offers is a ‘Cream Tea Hamper’, everything you 
need to enjoy a gorgeous cream tea with beautiful settings for just £6.50 per person! 

If you are interested in finding out more, you can contact Amy on 01291 420664 or 
07803 936 520, or email her on teacuptales@btinternet.com.  
You can also find her on facebook at /tcuptales.

Mothers Day Weekend @ Paint On Me 

TREAT THAT SPECIAL LADY IN YOUR LIFE TO A “THANK YOU” PAINTING SESSION IN 

OUR BEAUTIFUL NEW HOME. 

WE HAVE A CUPCAKE TEAPOT AVAILABLE ON THE DAY AT £20! NORMALLY £25  

EACH SPECIAL LADY WILL RECEIVE A YUMMY TREAT AND A DRINK OF THEIR CHOICE. 

THERE IS ALSO LOTS OF OTHER FABULOUS BISQUE TO CHOOSE FROM!! 

BOOKING ADVISED! 
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It was lovely to be invited into Pembroke 
Primary School again for this March issue 
of Chepstow Matters, this time to chat with 
Deputy Head Teacher Mrs Jade Wakley.
As a keen marathon runner herself, Mrs Wakley was 
delighted to encourage the children to participate in 
the ‘mile a day’ run at the start of the new school 
year in September.  Unfortunately the run has had 
to cease of late due to inclement weather and the 
state of the school field.  This has initiated a planning 
application and group fundraising for a running track 
to be built around the whole perimeter of the school 
playing field.  As we went to print, this initiative is 
being voted for by Tesco customers in their local 
Bags of Help grant scheme - fingers crossed they 
are given lots of help with this!  The PTA have been 
very supportive and are busy planning fundraising 
events throughout the school calendar - keep an 
eye out for these!  Mrs Wakley told me “The mile 
run has been great.  It has been really interesting to 
watch how children, who may be didn’t realise they 
could be runners, have been encouraged to outrun 
their personal bests and have even joined local 
running club Chepstow Harriers to further improve 
themselves”.

This last term the school celebrated Maths by taking part in 
the NSPCC Number Day in early February.  The children 
dressed up in an outfit with a number theme - from sporting 
their favourite football kit, to some rather more imaginative 
attire!  Parents were invited to come along and be part of 
the day, working with their children in the classroom and 
participating in different number activities to positively raise 
awareness of numbers.  Lots of mathematical fun was had 
whilst also raising a total of £127.50 for the NSPCC.

Exciting news for Pembroke Primary is the recent 
ESTYN categorisation results.  
When we met up with Head Teacher Helen Hampson 11 months ago 
(she had recently been appointed Head in January 2016), the school 
had been given category ‘Red’ for ESTYN Monitoring in June 2015.  On 
taking leadership of a school in the Red, Mrs Hampson was optimistic, 
commenting at the time “Every School has its challenges”, but she was 
very confident that with everyone working hard and pulling together 
towards the same goal this situation would soon improve. Her foresight has 
been rewarded: when ESTYN revisited in September 2016 they were very 
happy with the improvement in standards and progress already made in 
such a short period of time.  This resulted in the school recently jumping 
up two steps from Red to Yellow - totally skipping Amber.  Most schools make just one step so this 
achievement really emphasises how successful the school has been over the last year.

Mrs Hampson told Chepstow Matters “I am so proud of the journey the school has been on over the last 
year or so.  The whole school community - Governors, staff, families and children - has worked together 
to further improve our school.”  

“A real strength of the school is the way 
everyone supports each other to achieve the 

very best for our children.  there are many 
exciting projects happening or planned which 
will further enhance learning opportunities for 

our young people, families and the community”

Helen Hampson, Head Teacher

PeeWees (Pre-school 2-3 years): A structured class where children together 
with parent/carer, supervised by a qualified coach work towards British 
Gymnastics Awards.  Mondays 13:00-13.45 & Fridays 09:30-10.15
Tweeties (Age 3 1/2 - 4 years): A class led by a qualified coach working on 
various apparatus. Mondays 13:45-14:30, Wednesdays & Fridays 13:00-13:45
Recreational Classes (Age 4 years +) Mondays 16:15-17:15, Wednesdays 16:15-17:15 
& 17:30-18:30, Thursdays 16:15-17:15, Friday 16:15-17:15, Saturday 10:30-11:30
Trampoline Thursdays 16:15-17:15 and Saturdays 10:00-11:00
Competitive Squad Gymnasts - Selected Gymnasts with 
potential to compete at regional and national levels. 
Adult Classes: Wednesdays 19:00 - 20:00       
Parkour: 20:00 - 21:00 pm 
Acrobatics Wed & Thursdays 17:00-18:00

01291 620780
Please email us at: kestrelgymclub@live.co.uk 

Kestrel Gymnastics Club, Bulwark Industrial Estate, Bulwark Road, Chepstow, NP16 5QZ 

Kestrel Gymnastics Club
Artistic Gymnastics, Acrobatics and 
Trampoline Classes for Girls & Boys

Open Gymnastics 
Fun Session

 Saturdays 
9.00am–10.00am 

For children aged 
4yrs onwards -

£3.00 per session
payable on entrance
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Chepstow U3A in 2017
The University of the Third Age (U3A) is an organisation which provides life 
enhancing and life changing opportunities for its members. It enables retired and 
semi-retired people to come together, and to learn together, not for qualifications but 
for its own reward of self-discovery. It is a self-help organisation where members 
share their skills and life experiences to both teach and learn together.

In this year Chepstow U3A will celebrate its thirtieth anniversary with the July 
Monthly Meeting displaying some of its Activity Groups’ achievements.

In 1987 Jean Airey had moved to this area and wished to join a French Conversation 
Group and to develop a better social life in her new community. Gathering some acquaintances and using 
information from London U3A and the National Office this group held an initial discussion in November 
1987. They decided to form the Chepstow Branch of the U3A. After advertising around the town they held 
their first meeting on 1st December 1987 with 39 people present and chaired by Mr Michael Tempest.

Since this beginning, Chepstow U3A has developed into a much larger organisation with over 750 
members. It now has forty interest groups covering art, music, history, philosophy, dancing, drama, crafts, 
cycling, walking and languages. Details of these activities can be found on the Chepstow U3A web site or 
in their monthly publication ‘What and When’ available at Chepstow Library.

On the first Tuesday of each month (excepting August) there is a Monthly Meeting held, generally at the 
Chepstow Drill Hall. This is a time when members can listen to an invited Speaker or, as one of the Activity 
Groups, share their new found skills. This entertainment is always followed by tea/coffee, biscuits and a 
chat with old and newly made friends, making it an enjoyable social gathering for those who attend. 

Chepstow U3A provides the opportunity to learn new skills, pursue interests in a social group, and meet 
new people. It is a chance to stay active, mentally, physically and socially.  It can be fun!

Get it checked now . . . 

For FREE! 
Bosch Car Service
For everything your car needs.
AUTOCARE CENTRE CHEPSTOW
Unit 6, Bulwark Business Park
Bulwark, Chepstow

01291 627137
auto.care@btconnect.com
www.auto.centre.co.uk

Affordable quality service you can trust!

The SLS Easter Egg appeal is 
back for the 3rd year running. 
SLS are collecting for homeless outreach teams, 
family homeless hostels, safehouses and night 
shelters across Bristol, Newport, Cardiff & Merthyr. 
We can’t do this without YOU though so please 
help if you can and spread the word and make this 
eggtastic! 

Please drop a small boxed egg or a loose egg (eg: 
Cadbury creme egg) anytime FROM Wednesday 
the 22nd February UNTILL the 24th March to the 
following drop off points below  via a local business. 

Please note we will start distributing eggs as soon 
as they start being laid at the depots from the 22nd 
February so no need to wait until the closing date! 
*However the depots are unable to receive eggs 
after the 24th March.

Please drop Easter eggs to the following local 
Chepstow drop offs:

• Coach and Horses, Welsh Street NP16 5LN

• Tesco Chepstow store: near Chepstow train 
station. Sarah Sanders community team.

• Cutz Hairdressers, Unit 5 Bulwark Shopping 
Centre, Bulwark Road, NP16 5JN

For your nearest drop 
off point, send an 
email to:



14 To advertise Your Business email sales@mattersmagazines.co.uk  or call 01291 606 900                         Let people know you saw them in Chepstow Matters! 15

TOWN CENTRE NEXT TO BUS STOP OPPOSITE M&S 

Chepstow Choral Society: Mozart’s Requiem brought alive!!
Chepstow Choral Society has resumed rehearsals for its major Spring Concert, which 
will take place on Saturday 1st April (7.30pm) at St Mary’s Priory Church, Chepstow.

Update from Marjorie Duerden (Asst  Music Director, CCS):

As we commence our 2017 programme schedule, a lot is happening at CCS! The Society  always 
aims to make its Spring Concert programme a special one with full professional orchestra and 
soloists.  This year the chosen programme features one of the most famous works in the choral 
repertoire, W A Mozart’s Requiem, and  this will be complemented by the slightly lesser known, but 
equally beautiful, Maria Theresa Mass by J F Haydn.  Both contain plenty of demanding choral 
singing - which the choir are enjoying rehearsing - with full orchestral accompaniment of strings, 
woodwind and brass.  The works will be given even greater profile in the wonderful acoustics of St 
Mary’s Church.

The Society will also welcome four professional soloists: Alison Wray (soprano), who lives locally, and 
Helen Bruce (alto) both making  welcome returns; and two new young soloists Peter Brooke (bass) 
and Alex Bevan (tenor), both based in London. The CCS orchestra will be led by Paula Kempton and 
will comprise professional instrumentalists gathered from a wide area.

We are proud to bring such a beautiful four-part choral favourite to Chepstow. The concert promises 
to be a real treat, so make sure the date is in your diaries!  Saturday 1st April 7.30pm, St Mary’s 
Priory Church Chepstow!   Tickets £12.00, students, u/18s free, available from Chepstow 
Bookshop, and choir members (tel 01291 623310, 620414, 408624 for further information).

NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED:  If you wish to keep four-part choral singing thriving in Chepstow, we 
would love to hear from you! 

CCS has a proud record over the past 35 years of giving our town and area some magnificent 
concerts, and welcomes new members – soprano, alto, and particularly tenors and basses – come 
on, gentlemen, we know you are out there! 

Rehearsals are Wednesdays, 7.30-9.30pm in the Arts Hall, Chepstow Leisure Centre.

Other diary dates –

CCS Summer Concert – Wednesday 28th June, 7.00pm, Arts Hall, Chepstow School.

For further information, view our website (www.chepstowchoralsociety.org.uk) or contact 
Marjorie (tel. 01291 623310) about singing membership.  
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Chepstow Community Fit Club
Affordable fitness for the local community
At the start of the year Chepstow Matters received an email from a local 
resident making me aware of the Chepstow Community Fit Club currently 
running twice a week at the Chepstow Rugby Club.  Having not taken part in 
an exercise class for more years than I can remember, I obviously leapt at 
the chance to go along and find out more ...

Chepstow Community Fit Club is a not for profit Fit Club designed to give 
affordable fitness twice a week to the local community. It is the initiative 
of local resident Antony (Thomo) Thompson, an ex Royal Marine with a 
speciality in fitness training.  Antony joined the Royal Marines back in 2008 and has participated 
in two tours of Afghanistan.  Now a Lieutenant, he unfortunately sustained injury in 2014 whilst 
undertaking routine training in the Breacon Beacons which has recently resulted in him being 
discharged from the Royal Navy.

Since leaving school Antony has come to appreciate that his vocation lies in helping others “it makes 
me really happy to help other people out” he told me.  Since he has not being able to work to his full 
capacity, he considered what he could do to help in the community.  With this in mind he launched the 
Chepstow Community Fit Club last summer, initially outdoors in the Tutshill playing fields.  Giving his 
time freely, Antony welcomes all levels of fitness and ages to the club, with ages to date ranging from 
10-73 - so, no excuses!  The suggested donation is a minimum of £1 per session and all proceeds go 
to charity.  

At Christmas the Fit Club was able to donate £250 to the Severn View Care Home’s Christmas Party, 
which all members agreed was a great local cause.  

Antony told me “It’s fantastic that the Fit Club raised 
this money in just a few months. Charity starts at 
home, in the community, and we wanted to give to 
a project locally where our donation would make a 
difference. I loved visiting the residents at Severn 
View and also saw this as an opportunity to brighten 
their afternoon by having somebody new to chat to.   
Hopefully it will encourage others to do the same! ”  

Chepstow Community Fit Club currently 
runs at the Chepstow Rugby Club on 

Monday evenings 8-9pm and on 
Wednesday evenings 7.30-8.30pm.  

No need to book, just turn up and join in. Bring 
a drink of water and a minimum £1 donation.  
Come on your own or bring a friend, it’s a very 
friendly group and Antony would love to see more 
of the local community joining in with his regular 
workouts.

You can join the FB group Chepstow Community 
Fit Club, where Antony posts regular motivational 
videos to keep in touch.

Antony Thompson, Chepstow Community Fit Club

DEREK’S GYM & 
FITNESS CENTRE
Est in Chepstow 1969

01291 624 222
The Old Fire Station • Lower Church Street • Chepstow • NP16 5HJ

Bodybuilding & Fitness Specialists 
with heavy duty gym equipment

Opening Times:
10am-1pm Mon, Wed, Fri & Sun

5-9pm Mon - Thur, 5-8pm Fri
Membership Options: 

£3.50 per session, or £2.50 per session to members (£15 annual 
fee), Unlimited membership - £45 for 3 months or £80 for 6 months

Help us Tidy Up Tintern !
Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th March
from 10am, 
starting from 
Tintern Village Hall

Join us for a 
community clean-up 
this spring. This is your 
chance to do your bit 
and make a difference to your village. This time 
we are planning to pick up litter along the main 
road into, through and out of the village. The more 
volunteers we have, the more fun it will be!  

Everyone welcome! (all adults and older children 
can help - but little children will be a bit too young 
as we will be along the main roadside).  Bring 
gloves and wear suitable clothing - litter picks and 
rubbish bags will be provided.  If you are unable 
to help, why not come along for moral support or 
bring tea or cake for the volunteers!

For more details contact Jane McCorquodale 
07512 856024  BookingsTinternVH@hotmail.com

OUR AWARD WINNING GYM IS NOW OPEN!

NEW YEAR,
NEW GYM.

Sign up to our Platinum
membership in February
and receive a FREE 
PASS for a friend, or a 
sunbed session for you!
Also enjoy:

•  Cardio
•  Weights
•  Functional equipment
•  Fully loaded class timetable
•  Personal training
•  Tanning studio

Sign up today info@hubgyms.com Tel: 01291 408010  www.hubgyms.com

A club with atmosphere 
and individuality, 
inspiring customers in all 
that we offer.

•	 Only £29.99 per month* and no 
joining fees

•	 Brand	new	life-fitness	equipment
•	 Fully loaded timetable of classes
•	 Personal training
•	 Sunbeds
•	 Open 6am Monday-Friday, 

8am Saturdays & Sundays

Welcome to hub
everybody’s gym
FREE T-SHIRT when you join with this flyer

7 Bulwark trade Centre, Bulwark, Chepstow NP16 5QZ  

OUR AWARD WINNING GYM IS NOW OPEN!

NEW YEAR,
NEW GYM.

Sign up to our Platinum
membership in February
and receive a FREE 
PASS for a friend, or a 
sunbed session for you!
Also enjoy:

•  Cardio
•  Weights
•  Functional equipment
•  Fully loaded class timetable
•  Personal training
•  Tanning studio

Sign up today info@hubgyms.com Tel: 01291 408010  www.hubgyms.com

* Terms & Conditions Apply
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Bilbo’s Pet Spa are proud to announce the opening of our 
large hydrotherapy pool heated to 300C (900F) providing 
us with the perfect environment to provide controlled 
hydrotherapy for your friends with hairy feet.
By using the properties that water offers, we can help to improve the 
overall condition and well-being of all the dogs we see. Swimming 
is a zero-impact exercise that eliminates the forces of gravity on the 
bones and joints. Hydrostatic pressure promotes muscle building and 
strengthening.
Due to water resistance, 3 minutes swimming is comparable to a 
5-mile walk, but without the negative impact on the joints. Dogs use a 
variety of muscle groups in the water, therefore giving them a more complete workout than that which they would 
receive from an outdoors run. The combination of the warm water with the internal warmth generated by the 
exercise, results in the release of endorphins and serotonin, powerful pain modulating and “feel-good” chemicals 
in the brain, creating both therapeutic and calming results.
Swimming is a great form of exercise for every dog, regardless of their age and health. It is particularly beneficial 
for dogs with arthritis, those recovering from orthopaedic surgery, dogs with neurologic disorders, elderly and 
overweight dogs.  Swimming is great for young healthy dogs too. We can help them learn to swim in a safe 
environment and enjoy a fun way to exercise and gain conditioning.
At Bilbo’s Pet Spa, we are passionate about providing the best rehabilitation and conditioning experience for 
our patients. Combining research, compassion, dedication and team effort, we strive to provide significant 
improvements in the quality of life of our patients.  We would be honoured to help your dog with any physical 
therapy or conditioning needs. To find out more, please call us to make an appointment or come and see what 
we are about and chat about your dog and what we have, to offer. We are currently open Tuesday, Thursday, 
Saturday and Sunday. To see our process in action, you can also visit our website. See below for details.
Please come, sit, stay a bit and see for yourself: we love what we do...so will you!!

Delve and Discover Days
To launch new topics each term we hold ‘Delve 
and Discover’ days where pupils are immersed 
in their new topic. Overnight the classrooms are 
transformed and the children spend the day doing 
exciting activities and help the teachers plan their 
future learning. 

Foundation Phase pupils have been ‘Delving into 
Dinosaurs’! They arrived in school to find part of the 
grounds taped off. They received a video message 
from a palaeontologist who suspected there may 
be dinosaur bones in our school grounds ... it didn’t 
take the children long before they’d found 12 large 
bones and numerous smaller bones!

Key Stage 2 had an exciting launch to ‘Ancient 
Egyptians’. They have developed their role play 
shed making Egyptian artefacts and Hieroglyphic 
scrolls for others to investigate and decipher. Check 
out the photos on our school website:
www.shirenewton.monmouthshire.gov.uk

Cross Country Final

Despite the cold weather conditions, the children 
had a fun and successful time at Caldicot Castle 
when they competed in Monmouthshire Cross 
Country final.  The children all ran brilliantly and 
against 270 competitors Pippa & Bethan, racing 
in the Y5/6 age category received 2nd & 3rd place 
medals respectively.  A fantastic achievement in 
such a large field of children!

Enrichment Afternoons
Spring term Enrichment 
sessions for Foundation 
Phase pupils this term 
include Spanish, Muddy 
Maths, Masterchef, Horrible 
Historians, Animation, 
Groovy Gamers, Dance, 
Hockey and BEAR Club (Be 
Enthusiastic About Reading). This term we welcome 
the support of Mrs Francis-Laing and Miss Caroline 
who are leading the Dance sessions and the deputy 
head girl of Chepstow School, Emily Pine-Smith, 
who is a sharing her expert hockey skills. 

Digital Leaders

As part of our Internet Safety Week, our Digital 
Leaders visited the Eden Education Centre where 
they made and programmed electric Lego space 
rovers. They also used Google Cardboard VR 
viewers and visited New York, Mars, Outer Space 
and a Minecraft world! They had lots of fun whilst, 
very importantly, learning about how to stay safe 
online!

News from Shirenewton Primary School
by Jillian Mitchell

CITY
Locksmiths
CITY
Locksmiths

Gwent Ltd

 01291 33 00 85
AAA Chepstow Emergency Locksmiths

(save it on your phone!)

CHEPSTOW
Emergency Locksmith

1 Hr Repsonse 24/7, No Call Out Charges

Local & Fully Insured
Locks Opened, Repaired, Replaced, 
Doors, Windows, Keys Cut On Site, 

Domestic & Commercial
Covering All NP Postcodes

www.citylocksmithsgwent.co.uk
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Wednesday 23rd August: 
Islands in the Stream
Celebrating the queen and king of 
country, the music of Kenny Rogers and 
Dolly Parton is brought to Chepstow 
Castle.  Stacked with country music’s 
greatest hits you will be able to enjoy 
a superb score, supreme musicianship 
and the awesome vocals and gentle 
humour of Dolly and Kenny’s legendary 
lie shows.

Thursday 24th August: will soon 
be announced!! Keep an eye on the 
website  www.castellroc.co.uk  for the 
next announcement!

Friday 25th August - BFG: Antarctic 
Monkeys / The Killerz / The Oasis 
Experience. 
Formed in March 2006 and firmly established on 
the tribute scene, the Antarctic Monkeys have 
the power, passion and creative edge to whip 
audiences into a frenzy, delivering the powerful 
tunes of the Arctic Monkeys just as they should 
be. “The Killerz” are the world’s leading tribute to 
The Killers.  The music, the look and the energy 
the band creates makes you feel like you are 
watching the real thing. In their own words, the 
Oasis Experience ‘actually sound like the real 
thing!’ 

Saturday 26th August: 
The Quireboys / FM / Gun 
Three of the UK’s most loved rock bands in a 
triple headlining show.  With over 30 years of 
pure rock’n’roll and a sound that harks back to 
the 70s, the rocktastic Quireboys have always 
remained true to their roots. The Quireboys 
know how to keep the party going with no plans 
of stopping it anytime soon !!!!  Another band 

celebrating 30 years is the mighty FM, with their 
absolutely iconic debut album “indiscreet” just 
passing the 30 years mark and commemorated 
with an excellent new re-recording.  The third 
band celebrating 30 years started in Glasgow 
and hit the rock scene running with their monster 
debut album “Taking On the World”.  Gun are 
probably best remembered for their cover of 
Cameo’s “Word Up” but their latest album 
“Frantic” is a real belter.

Sunday 27th August: 
A Chance to Hail ‘The King’ at the 
Castle, with Ben Portsmouth who in 2012 
won the Elvis Presley Enterprises ‘Ultimate Elvis 
Tribute Artist Contest’ which took place in Memphis, 
crowning Ben as The Worldwide Ultimate Elvis 
Tribute Artist, the closest you will ever see to the 
real thing..  A real treat.

Monday 28th August: 
New Model Army.  
Respected world-wide and 
massively influential in ‘post-
punk’, ‘folk-rock’, political-rock’, 
‘goth’, ‘metal’ and all kinds 
of musical sub-cultures, NMA have steadfastly 
refused to belong to any club that would have them 
as members.

For more information check out the 
Festival website www.castellroc.co.uk.

Strictly limited tickets are already on 
sale for all of the above shows via the 
above website or by calling the Festival 
Box Office on 01291 627122 .

From the minute that visitors approach the 
imposing entrance to the wonderful venue 
that is Chepstow Castle you know you’re in 
for something special!  

Chepstow’s family-friendly, open-air festival 
returns for its 5th year in 2017 with another 
exciting line up...
“After a dazzling array of star studded shows in 
2016, Chepstow’s Castell Roc Festival has been 
inundated with requests to play at the acclaimed 
Festival.” Organiser Carol Mutlow told us.  “We 
had an amazing 2016, with superb acts including 
The Proclaimers, The Shires and not forgetting 
Jools Holland OBE. Visitors came from all over the 
country to see household names in such ambient 
surroundings. It was lovely to hear people saying 
things like “I’ve lost count of how many times I’ve 
seen Jools Holland, but this was the best and by 
far”. As a non-profit making organisation it is very 
humbling and makes all the hard work worthwhile 
for the team behind the Festival……

Thursday 17th August: Monsters of Rock. 
Three of the very best rock tributes on the bill: Hells 
Bells are probably the best known AC/DC tribute in 
the UK; followed by The Bon Jovi Experience, the 
only tribute to have played with JBJ himself and in 
his own words ‘the best tribute I’ve ever seen!’; third 
up is the UK Guns N Roses, the most established 
GNR cover band having toured around the world.

Friday 18th August: Craig Charles
The legendary actor, host and broadcaster Craig 
Charles brings his Funk & Soul Club magic 
to Chepstow Castle. The Maestro of funk has 
captivated crowds throughout the UK playing at 
numerous festivals.

Saturday 19th August: 
The Magic of Motown 
Performing the music of the Temptations, Diana 
Ross and The Supremes, Four Tops, Stevie 
Wonder, Jackson 5, Marvin Gaye, Lionel Ritchie 
and more - Reviving the wondrous, classic Motown 
hits with all the dazzling dance moves, glittering 
costume changes and superb musicianship of the 
original artistes. This show is simply astounding!  
Chepstow will certainly be “dancing in the streets” 
and if your feet hurt afterwards you can always 
“blame it on the boogie”!

Sunday 20th August: Collabro 
The world’s most successful musical theatre 
group, Collabro met in 2014 above a pub in 
London for their first rehearsal and only a 
month later went on to rouse the whole of the 
Hammersmith Apollo into a standing ovation 
during their first ever public performance of Stars 
in their first audition for Britain’s Got Talent. They 
went on to win the overall competition with one of 
the biggest majorities ever and have since toured 
worldwide.

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f P
au

l J
oh

ns
on

 a
t w

w
w

.p
ix

el
si

nt
im

e.
co

.u
k

Castell Roc 2017
17th-28th August

Chepstow’s Castell Roc 2017
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Little Acorns Playgroup @The Burnt Barn Club, Bulwark is a 
Pre-school Playgroup providing a fun and educational start to 
life in a friendly and stimulating environment, encouraging the 
development of social and communication skills through fantastic 
play opportunities. Children start from age 2 to pre-school, we are 
Social Services inspected and members of the WPPA (Wales Pre-
School & Playgroup Association)

Little Acorns is a childcare setting run during term time for 2 to pre-school age children. 
Monday to Friday 9.15-12pm, cost for this session is £7.50. There is also a Lunch Club from 
12-12.45 after which children can be collected or taken to Thornwell or Pembroke Nursery in 
Bulwark, cost for this session is £3.50.

For more information please inbox Rachel on email 
acornsplaygroup@aol.com, phone 07904 212135, or visit 
the website www.littleacornsplaygroup.co.uk

Little Acorns Playgroup

Little Acorns Playgroup, Burnt Barn Club, Bulwark NP16 5AR
Tel: Rachel on 07904 212135

St John’s on-the-Hill School children showcased 
a hilarious production of Robin and The 
Sherwood Hoodies on Thursday 9 February. 
The production told the story of how Robin 
Hood and his merry men escaped the clutches 
of the evil King John and his sheriff.
 
Lucy Marshall, Head of Performing Arts 
at St John’s on-the-Hill School, said: “Our 
49-strong cast of year five and six children 
worked incredibly hard to learn their lines 
and performed with great enthusiasm to a 
full-house on Thursday evening. The action-
packed production was full of cheesy jokes and 
innuendos that had the audience in fits of laughter. They particularly appreciated the catchy songs 
and dance moves performed by Robin and his merry men.”

Matters Magazines Proof © 2015

Burnt Barn Community (Sports) & Social Club
Burnt Barn Road, Chepstow, Monmouthshire NP16 5AR

Email: beckett012@btinternet.com
T: 01291 629020 / M: 07850 534 370
www.burntbarnclub.co.uk

Opening Times
Sat: 2.30pm - 12am 
Sun: 12pm - 12am
Mon-Thurs: 7pm - 11.30pm 
Fri: 7pm - 12am

Large function hall available for hire for all types of parties. Room is available for hire Mon - Fri afternoons after 1pm, Fri nights, Sat & Sun all day & evening.Resident disco and catering available.The Club has Free WiFi

Mon - Crib/Skittles/Bingo
Tues - Club members tote prizes to £3000

Wed - Men’s Darts incl Gwent Super League
Thurs - Mencap till 9pm.             Ladies Darts

Fri - Family night (incl children)
       Thrift Club • Men’s Darts

Sat - Function room 

         available for hire

Sun - Pool league

Club activities

Club Associates

Little Acorns Playgroup, 9.15-12.45

Mon - Fri in term time only.

Contact Rachel 07904 212135

Tues - Slimming World

Thurs - Kung Foo Club

We need to take out all refer-
ences to both weight watchers 
and Mike Joyriders ….



                              FIND US ON FACEBOOK: 
 Chepstow Matters - Facebook/ChepstowMatters
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AUTOCARE CENTRE CHEPSTOW
Unit 6, Bulwark Business Park
Bulwark, Chepstow

01291 627137
auto.care@btconnect.com
www.auto.centre.co.uk

We are always looking for new ideas that 
will benefit our customers and their cars

To book an appointment call us on: (01291) 627 374
The Surgery, Beachley Road, Sedbury, Chepstow, Monmouthshire NP16 7AA
email: contact@chepstowosteopaths.co.uk www.chepstowosteopaths.co.uk

Chepstow Osteopathic & Sports Injury Clinic
We specialise in treating a whole

range of Aches & Pains including:

Headaches, Neck Pain & Stiffness, Shoulder
& Elbow conditions, Wrist  problems RSI etc,
Back Pain, Sciatica, Whiplash, Postural &
Occupational  injuries

We are the longest established Osteopathic Clinic in Monmouthshire
All our practitioners are GOsC Registered

The Practice is fully accredited by all major private health insurers
We also have free onsite parking and disabled access

CHEPSTOW OSTEOPATHS:Layout 1  17/05/2010  10:04  Page 1

Back before Christmas fourteen members of the St 
Mary’s RC Primary School, Chepstow, Chess Club 
went to the London Chess Classic held at Olympia, 
London.

In the first session, the Team selected Kingsley 
Brown (Y6) and Jacob Wynn (Y5) to represent 
St Mary’s  School in the live-feed matches. The 
children were on the stage, with every move being 
watched on the live-feed screens. In the short time 
available both Kingsley and Jacob managed to 
checkmate their opponents and win their matches. 
They were the only two children out of all the school 
playing to do so.

After the lesson with the Grandmaster Mike, he 
stopped me to express how impressed he was with 
the children’s behaviour and politeness as well as 
their attentiveness when he was speaking.

Our very small team of thirteen Chess playing 
children, from the furthest distance travelled, 
did themselves extremely proud in the Chess 
Tournament. With 400 pupils from 17 schools 
gathered and all playing in silence (it is an amazing 
scene to have the privilege of watching 400 
children, in silence (true silence) all playing this 
amazing game of Chess for FUN!).

Every child played astonishingly well and won at 
least one game each. This is especially remarkable 
in the case of Daniel Jones who only joined Chess 
Club five weeks prior to the London Chess Classic. 
The children won six individual medals – Luke 
Duffield – Gold, Kingsley Brown & Jacob Wynn – 
Silver, Connor Watkins, Aiden Dempsey & Lewis 
Wynn - Bronze.

The School Trophy competition is fiercely fought 
and as a Team they scored 69 out of a possible 
75 points, which placed St Mary’s, Chepstow in 
Second Place with a cup to prove it!

The Chess Team has every right to be proud of 
its successes today as a Team, as individuals, 
for their support of each other and for their 
excellent behaviour. Well done everyone.

In January five members of the St Mary’s RC 
School, Chepstow, Chess Club were selected to 
represent Gwent at the annual South Wales & West 
of England Junior Jamboree, held at Chepstow 
Leisure Centre.

Kingsley Brown (Y6), 
Findlay Coleman (Y6)  
and Jacob Wynn (Y5) 
were part of the Under 
11 Team and Lewis 
Wynn (Y4) and Luke 
Duffield (Y4) were part 
of the Under 9 Team.

Everyone played 
extremely well against tough opposition. 
Well done for being selected to represent your 
County!

St Mary’s RC Primary School - Chess Club Successes!!
Nicholette Flatman, Chess Club Coach

 
Chepstow’s 

Fabulous Toyshop
for Kids of All 

Ages!

16b Moor Street
Facebook/Toytastik.uk 

01291 627200
Visit and shop 

on our website 
www.toytastik.co.uk
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News from the Lions Den...
Chepstow & Caldicot Lions Club: “Serving the Community’

Another busy month for Chepstow and Caldicot 
Lions, who this month celebrate not only 
their 45th Anniversary, but also Lions Club 
International Centenary year.

As we went to print on this issue, the Club was 
about to hold its Anniversary Charter at the Royal 
George Hotel in Tintern, where the Guests of 
Honour will be Councillor Paul Pavier Mayor of 
Chepstow, and Lions Club International District 
Governor Godfrey Morris.  A full report on the 
evening will be available in next month’s issue.

As for Community Projects, carried out this 
month, work is still in progress to ensure that all 
local communities have a defibrillator located at 
strategic places for emergencies.

Early in 2016, Chepstow and Caldicot presented 
three defibrillators and emergency equipment to 
Newport and Chepstow First Responders, and 
the club was informed that just before Christmas 
this equipment helped saved the life of a heart 
attack patient.

The club is now in the process of supplying wet 
weather clothing for use by the First Responders.

Lion President Brian Prout was delighted to 
present to the new St. Joseph’s Caldicot Amateur 
Boxing Club, a whole range of equipment for the 
members including gloves and head guards.

On the first night of opening, the head coach 
Martin Lewis enrolled 20 new young boxers, and 
interest has been shown by any more.

Lion President Brian stated; “The 
Chepstow and Caldicot Lions were 
delighted to help the youth of the 
area and hoped that the club will be 
a great success”.

The new Boxing Club is situated in the Sudbrook 
Sports and Social Club.

Continuing with the Youth theme, Lion President 
Brian also 
presented The 
Most Improved 
Pupil Award to 
Trinity Jones, a 
pupil at Wyedean 
School. This Award 
is presented to 
those pupils that 
have shown a 
willingness to 
learn and become 
part of the school 
community, where 
they have improved 
their attendance and 
attitude to school 
life. Trinity received a Certificate and an Amazon 
voucher from the President.

The 3rd Annual Singing Clubbers Concert was 
held at the Choir Hall in Caldicot on the 28th of 
January. The concert was again a great success 
with the massed choirs from around the district, 
under the Leadership of Karl Damon, giving 
renditions of songs from the shows and some of 
their own arrangements.

Over a hundred people enjoyed nearly three 
hours of rousing and entertaining music and in 
the evening raised £680, which will be donated 
to various local causes. 

The Chepstow and Caldicot Lions Club 
are actively seeking new members, if you 
would like to give something back to the 
community and feel you could contribute 
to the Lions Club’s good work, please 
contact the Secretary on 0845 8339565

Lions President and Martin Lewis

Lion President, Trinity 
Jones and Lion Rowland 
Searle



CHEPSTOW COMMUNITY LISTINGS

Chepstow Castle Bridge Street, Chepstow, NP16 5EZ 01291 
624065
Chepstow Hub  Manor Way, Chepstow, NP16 5HZ 01291 
635730 chepstowlibrary@monmouthshire.gov.uk
Chepstow Museum Bridge Street, Chepstow 01291 625981 
Chepstow Town Council The Town Council Offices, The 
Gatehouse, High Street, Chepstow, NP16 5LH
01291 626370 clerk@chepstow.co.uk
Chepstow Tourist Information Centre Castle Car Park, Bridge 
Street, Chepstow NP16 5EY.  01291 623772 chepstow.tic@
monmouthshire.gov.uk
Community Centres
Palmer Community Centre, Cormeilles Square, High Street, 
Chepstow, NP16 5LH 01291 628725 main hall and lounge 
available for hire, Tea Rooms open for all!
The Drill Hall, Lower Church Street, Chepstow, NP16 5HJ Hall 
available for hire including weddings 01291 628552 or e-mail 
Mike at ctcdrillhall@aol.com 
Bulwark Community Centre, Laburnam Way, Bulwark, 
Chepstow, NP16 5RF 01291 624138 bccbulwark@btconnect.
com  Large Hall, seminar room, café, kitchen and garden area.
Doctors Surgeries and Community Hospital
Chepstow Community Hospital, Tempest Way, Chepstow, 
NP16 5YX  01291 636636
Town Gate Practice, Tempest Way, Chepstow, NP16 5XP 
01291 440065 
Mount Pleasant Practice, Tempest Way, Chepstow NP16 5XR 
01291 440154 
Vauxhall Surgery Vauxhall Lane, Chepstow, NP16 5PZ 01291 
636100
Police Station 14 Moor Street, Chepstow, NP16 5XW 01633 
838111 

LOCAL CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS

Baby Rhyme Time and Under Fives Story Time at Chepstow 
library 01291 635730 Rhyme Time Thurs 2.15-2.45 Story 
Time Fri 10.15-10.45
Bingo Wednesdays 2pm Palmers Community Centre
Bulwark Senior Citizens Club Contact Joan Johnson 01291 
623352 various social trips and get togethers. Bingo Thurs 
and Sat 2-4pm and Whist on Wed 2-4pm.
CHAOS Music and Drama chaosinchepstow@live.co.uk 
Jon Stow 07926 584 661
Chepstow Archaeological Society www.chepstow.org.uk 1st 
Thursday of the month 7.30 Chepstow Conservative Club
Chepstow (Archway) Bridge Club  meets Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Thursday at the Palmer Centre, 7-10pm http://
chepstowarchwaybc.org.uk or call Pete on 01291 - 627599 for 
more information.

Chepstow Carers Group Scout Hut, off Pembroke Road, 
Bulwark  first Wed of the month 10-12 chepstowcarers@
yahoo.co.uk   07592 503757
Chepstow Choral Society www.chepstowchoralsociety.org.
uk info@chepstowchoralsociety.org.uk Wed 7.30 Chepstow 
Leisure Centre
Chepstow Community Big Band Meets on Wednesday 
evenings during term time at Wyedean School NP16 7AA 
6pm – Microjazz Training Band; 7pm - Swingcopation Big 
Band. http://chepstowcommunitybigband.weebly.com 
Chepstow Cormeilles Twinning Association
www.chepstowtwinning.wordpress.com
Chepstow and District Amateur Radio Society www.gw4lwz.
org.uk contact James Hewitt chairman@gw4lwz.com, meet 
at Chepstow Athletic Club
Chepstow and District Gardening Club Caroline Duchet 
cdgclub@gmail.com
Chepstow and District Lions www.caldicot.com/lions 0845 
8339565
Chepstow Folk Dance Club Wednesday 7.30pm Severn 
Bridge Club 01291 641537
Chepstow Hill Walking Club an informal group of people of 
all ages who like to walk on the hills and moorland.  www.
chwc.org.uk
Chepstow Jubilee Townswomen’s Guild meets at Chepstow 
Leisure Centre on the 1st Wednesday of each Month.  
Contact: Maureen Dale 01291 623257
Chepstow Knitters first and third Monday of the month 
Chepstow Methodist Hall 7.30-9.30 and third Wednesday 
10-12. Contact Margaret Payne 01291 630580
Chepstow Male Voice Choir www.chepstowmvc.co.uk Mon 
& Thurs 7pm The Dell School contact Stuart Vigus on 01291 
626566 / 07733 804317 or stuartvigus@aol.com.
Chepstow Photographic Club www.chepstowphotosoc.org 
admin@chepstowphotosoc.org 
Chepstow Probus Club fortnightly meetings for retired 
business gentleman. Contact Ian Whitford - Secretary for 
PROBUS of Chepstow 01291 622 193
Chepstow Round Table www.chepstow.roundtable.co.uk 
community voluntary organisation for men aged 18-44. ’find 
them at Facebook/Chepstow Round Table’
Chepstow Society local group exploring history and 
developments of town, meet each month in Drill Hall. www.
chepstowsociety.co.uk Secretary is Henry Hodges, Tel 01291 
625865.
Chepstow Town Band meet Sundays 6.30-8.30 at Bulwark 
Community Centre, contact Alen Lane 01291 629580
Chepstow Walk for Health.  Meets 10.00 am every Monday 
(except Bank Holidays) at the rear of Chepstow Leisure Car 
Park.  Walks no longer than 3 miles with few if any stiles. 
Come and make new friends and get fitter at the same time.  
For further information contact Helen 01291 641856 

Chepstow Womens Institute (WI) www.thewi.org.uk 
Shirenewton, St Arvans and Tidenham

Chepstow Group of Gwent Wildlife Trust Contact Hilary Lee 
01291 689326  hilary-lee@tiscali.co.uk
ComBat Communities of Bulwark and Thornwell, community 
group Chairman Ric Hayes ric.hayes@talktalk.net 
Library Friends Group aims to support and promote the 
library through a variety of activities. Please contact 01291 
635730 for more info.
Lower Wye Ramblers Sunday Walks (meet CLC)  www.
lowerwyeramblers.org.uk 01291 637416
Movie Night at Bulwak Community Centre and St Arvans 
Memorial Hall see www.monmouthshiremobilemovies.co.uk  
Musical Youth Theatre www.cmyt.org Chepstow Baptist 
Church Tues and Thurs
Pottery Thursdays 7-9 Chepstow Comp School Cathy 
07917 261511 www.monmouthshirepotters.org hello@
monmouthshirepotters.org.uk
Rotary Club of Chepstow and District 
www.chepstowrotary.org.uk
Royal British Legion Chepstow Branch meets at the Beaufort 
Hotel in Chepstow monthly on 4th Tuesday at 7.30 pm. 
Contact Tom Moran on 01291 477266  tvmoran@btinternet.com.
Royal Naval Association Chepstow Branch meets at the 
Conservative Club, Welsh Street monthly on 2nd Thursday 
(except August) at 8.00 pm Contact Ken Davies on 01291 
621485 kendavies131@yahoo.co.uk
The Singing Club for anyone who wants to sing 
www.singingclubber.co.uk Karl@operaplayhouse.com
University 3rd Age U3A   www.u3asites.org.uk/chepstow 
Meets the 1st Tuesday of the month 2pm, Chepstow Drill Hall. 
Check out the website for more information.
Wye Cross Stitch Club meets the second and fourth Tuesday 
of every month.  7.30pm to 10pm Sedbury Village Hall. A 
warm welcome to any fellow cross stitchers/embroiderers. 
Contact: Elaine Moore 01291 629666
Wye Valley Railway Society - for all model engineering 
enthusiasts, we run miniature trains at Tintern Old Station 
from Easter to September, on Bank Holidays and the last 
Sunday of the month.  Contact Peter Kenington peter@trap-
farm.freeserve.co.uk

CHURCHES

www.chepstowchurchestogether.org.uk
Chepstow Methodist Church, Albion Square, Chepstow, NP16 
5DA 01291 627014 www.chepstowmethodist.org.uk
St Marys Priory, The Vicarage, Mount Way, Chepstow 
NP16 5NF Father Chris Blanchard 01291 620980 www.
chepstowpriory.org

St Christophers, Bulwark,  (linked to St Marys) www.
chepstowpriory.org
Chepstow Baptist Church, Lower Church Street, Chepstow, 
NP16 5HJ 01291 622987 chepstowbaptist.org.uk 
St Marys Catholic Presbytery Church, Bulwark 
Road, Chepstow, NP16 5JE 01291 622649 admin@
stmarysrcchepstow.org.uk www.stmarysrcchepstow.org.uk
St Luke’s Church, Coleford Road, Tutshill NP16 7PT
01291 624868 www.tidenhamparishchurch.co.uk
Stroat Evangelical Church, Gloucester Road, Stroat, Chepstow, 
NP16 7LR 01594 529209 pastor@stroatchurch.org.uk www.
stroatchurch.org.uk
The Bridge Pentecostal Church, Unit 1A Critchcraft 
Buildings, Bulwark Road NP16 5QZ 07943 851799 
thebridgechurchchepstow@gmail.com
Victory Church, Palmer Community Centre, High Street, 
Chepstow, NP16 5LH 0845 4092449 www.victorychurch.co.uk

BABY AND TODDLER GROUPS

Chepstow Leisure Centre Playgroup.  Contact: Karen Isaac 
01291 623392  karenisaac61@aol.com
Chepstow Methodist Church Parent and Toddler Groups 
mornings 10am term time www.chepstowmethodist.org.uk
Cylch Ti A Fi Cas-Gwent Chepstow Library contact Mai Jones 
mai.jones @meithrin.co.uk Tuesdays 10.15-11.15
Devauden Mother and Toddlers, Devauden Village Hall 
contact sarah_trim@rocketmail.com Mondays 10-12 including 
holidays, babies to school age
Mini Acorns Toddler Group, Burnt Barn Club, Burnt 
Barn Road, Bulwark. Contact Rachel Llewellyn-Bennett 
07904212135 acornsplaygroup@aol.com Tuesdays term time 
1-3pm.
Parent and Toddler Time at Whirlikidz Unit 2, School Hill 
Business Centre, 01291 628700 Mondays 10-12 term time
Shirenewton Parent and Toddler Shirenewton Recreation 
Hall, contact Paula Siddall p.rimmer10@btinternet.com every 
Thurs 1.30-3pm
St Arvans Baby and Toddler St Arvans Memorial Hall contact 
Sabrina 07701027313 sabrinaortner@yahoo.co.uk every Wed 
10-12.
St Christophers Under Fives and Familys St Christophers 
Church, Bulwark contact Babs Middleton 07594172720 
babsmiddleton80@gmail.com Wed 3.45 term time, all age 
siblings welcome FREE

Local Clubs, Groups & Community Organisations 
in and around Chepstow

On these pages we have tried to collate many of the non-profit making groups, clubs and 
organisations that regularly meet in the area, along with Church and School information.  If we have 

got your details wrong, or missed out your club completely, please contact us on 
community@mattersmagazines.co.uk and we shall do our best to put it right for you!

                                     Please support us and connect with us: 
     @ChepstowMatters      /ChepstowMatters



                              FIND US ON FACEBOOK: 
 Chepstow Matters - Facebook/ChepstowMatters

NURSERIES / PRESCHOOLS

Bluebells Playgroup Fairfield Road, Chepstow 01291 628908  
bluebellsplaygroup@outlook.com
Hedgehogs Nursery, in Tutshill Open 7.30am–6.00pm 
for ages 3m-4 yrs. 01291 628344 hedgehogs@
deanclosenurseries.co.uk
Little Acorns Playgroup Burnt Barn Road, Chepstow 01291 
628031 www.littleacornsplaygroup.co.uk 
Little Scamps Pre-School and Nursery Beachley Barracks, 
Chepstow Nicky Morgan 01291 645381 
Penguins Pre-School, c/o Offas Mead Academy, Beachley 
Road, Sedbury NP16 7DT Michelle  07923548584 
Robins Nursery, in St Arvans Open 7.30am – 6.00pm for 
ages 3m–4yrs. 01291 624893 robins@deanclosenurseries.
co.uk
Shirenewton Playgroup contact Beverly Lindsay, Playgroup 
Supervisor 07881 480764  shirenewtonplaygroup@gmail.
com
Tutshill Community Pre-School Debra Hockin 01291 629134 
www.tutshillpreschool.org.uk tutshillpreschool@talktalk.net 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS

(The) Dell Primary Welsh Street, Chepstow NP16 5UQ   
01291 635641  thedellprimary@monmouthshire.gov.uk   
www.dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk
Offa’s Mead Academy Beachley Road, Sedbury, Chepstow 
NP16 7DT 01291 622932 www.offasmeadacademy.org   
contactus@offasmeadacademy.org
Pembroke Primary School  Fairfield Road, Bulwark NP16 5JN 
01291 622310   pembrokeprimary@monmouthshire.gov.uk
www.pembrokeprimaryschool.co.uk
Shirenewton Primary School  Shirenewton, Chepstow, NP16 
6RN, 01291 641774 shirenewtonprimary@monmouthshire.
gov.uk
St John’s on-the-Hill, Independent, co-educational 
school  for ages 4 -13 years. 01291 622045 enquiries@
stjohnsonthehill.co.uk.
St Marys RC Primary School (Voluntary Aided)  Bulwark 
Road, Chepstow NP16 5JE, 01291 623006 stmarysprimary@
monmouthshire.gov.uk
Thornwell Primary and Nursery Unit  Thornwell 
Road, Bulwark, Chepstow, NP16 5NT 01291 623390 
thornwellprimary@monmouthshire.gov.uk
Tutshill C of E Primary School, Coleford Rd, Tutshill, 
Chepstow NP16 7BJ  01291 622593   admin@tutshillcofe.
gloucs.sch.uk

SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Chepstow School Ms Claire Price, Headteacher, Welsh 
Street, Chepstow, NP16 5LR 01291 635777 info@
chepstowschool.net, www.chepstowschool.net
Mounton House Special School Mr P Absalom, Headteacher 
and enrolment contact Pwllmeyric, Chepstow, NP16 6LA, 

01291 635642 mountonhouse@monmouthshire.gov.uk 
www.mountonhouse.org.uk/
Wyedean School Robert Ford, Headteacher Beachey Road, 
Sedbury NP16 7AA 01291 625340 www.wyedean.gloucs.
sch.uk

SPORTS CLUBS

Archery – St Kingsmark Bowmen www.st-kingsmark.co.uk 
Wed & Fri 7pm Chepstow Athletics Club 
Chepstow Amateur Boxing Club www.welshboxing.org 
Stephen Woods 07793 047 941
Chepstow Athletics Club (Sports and Social Club) www.
chepstowathleticac.co.uk Tony and Shirley Hardy 01291 
622126
Chepstow Badminton Club www.gwentbadminton.co.uk 
Tues 8-10 Leisure Centre contact Miss P Jenkins 01291 
624438
Chepstow Boat Club www.chepstowboatclub.co.uk Christine 
Norman 01291 624897 
secretary@chepstowboatclub.co.uk 
Chepstow Bowling Club www.chepstowbowlingclub.co.uk 
Peter Shapland 01291 422208
Chepstow Cricket Club www.chepstow.play-cricket.com 
markbirch1228@hotmail.com 01291 622126
Chepstow Darts League contact Rob Murdin - murdrobe@
sky.com or Chris Smith - smudger391@hotmail.com, tel - 
07445 287018.
Chepstow & District Yacht Club www.cdyc.co.uk Roger 
Nasey 07968495124
Chepstow Harriers Running Club 
www.chepstowharriers.org.uk Tues and Thurs 7pm Leisure 
Centre
Chepstow Ladies Hockey www.pitchero.com/clubs/
chepstowladieshockeyclub Pat Morris 01291 621498
Chepstow Mountain Biking www.chepstowmtb.co.uk 
chepstowmtb@tiscali.co.uk 
Chepstow Rugby Club www.chepstowrfc@mywru.co.uk
01291 624818  email: chepstowrfc@outlook.com
Chepstow Swimming Club www.swimchepstow.org.uk  
information@swimchepstow.co.uk
Chepstow Tennis Club www.chepstowtennisclub.co.uk, 
admin@chepstowtennisclub.co.uk contact Ian Russell 01633 
400957 meet at Chepstow Athletics Club

Football: 
Chepstow Athletic Football Club www.clubwebsite.co.uk/
chepstowathletic
Chepstow Town Football Club www.clubwebsite.co.uk/
chepstowtownafc. Contact Stuart Carter 07592 323 770
Chepstow Garden City Junior Football Club www.
gardencityjfc.com 
Thornwell Red and White Football Club www.teamstats.
net/thornwellfc  

Local Clubs, Groups & Community Organisations 
in and around Chepstow continued Youth Speaks!

by Christopher Wilson, Chepstow & District Rotary Club

On Saturday 05 February the District Finals were held 
of the Rotary Youth Speaks Competition in Maisemore 
Hall, Gloucester.  This four stage competition is designed 
to support and encourage the development of effective 
communication skills. It offers young people:

• Experience in speaking on a public platform as a 
member of a team.

• An incentive to formulate ideas on topical subjects.
• Discipline in dealing with a topic in a limited time.
• The opportunity of learning and practicing high 

standards of expression, enunciation, presentation and appearance.
• Impartial feedback and assessment of performance by experienced adjudicators.

The Intermediate round (11 to 13 years) was won by Monmouth School for Girls (Carys Williams, Alex 
Grinnell Wright and Ellen Minty) who spoke on “The dangers of stereotyping”.  The winning Senior 
(14-17 years) team from The Red Maids School, Westbury-on-Trym, spoke on “Free Will” and was 
Chaired by Thea Rikard who introduced their Speaker, Caitlin O’Sulivan and their Vote of Thanks was 
delivered by Evine Kandemir.   The large audience very much enjoyed the presentations that were 
contentious, amusing and delivered with considerable energy after much research. 

The photograph shows the Senior team from Caldicot Comprehensive School, that won third 
prize, receiving their participation certificates from Rotary District Governor Richard Purdon.  Their 
Chairman Ethan Cook introduced Speaker Jacob Nestling while the Vote of Thanks was given by 
Nyah Philpot.  They spoke on “All the World’s a stage” arguing that there are many parallels between 
our conduct in everyday life and that of a theatrical player. The photo shows Jacob Nestling, Richard 
Purdon, Nyah Philpot, Ethan Cook. 

At the same event prizes were awarded for the Rotary Young Writer and also the Rotary Young 
Photographer competition.

Rotary Clubs are ‘service’ clubs whose members try to help where needed in their local or worldwide 
communities.  This Youth Speaks competition in just one of the events organised by Rotary for 
young people and are intended to develop their extra-curricular skills. They are also useful to future 
employers in showing above average enthusiasm and interests.

To find out more about Rotary visit www.chepstowrotary.org.uk

Perfect Pet Services 
Perfect pet services for pets and their owners…. 

Perfect Doggy Daycare & Grooming Centre 

www.perfectpetservices.com      01633 400993 

Dog Daycare...Dog Grooming...Home Boarding...Cat Sitting… 
Dog Sitting...Dog Walking…Small Animal Care & Boarding… 

Equine Services…Dog Training...Puppy Socialisation...Pet Taxi 



Community 
Noticeboard
to promote your non-profit making 

event for FREE 

email 

community@mattersmagazines.co.uk

Lydney & Severnside Flower Club
Professional Demonstrations

at Town Hall, Lydney,
Every second Monday in the month at  

7.15pm
Tel.  01594 860578

Gwent Wildlife Trust 
Chepstow Group

Wednesday 15th March 7.30 pm 
Chepstow Leisure Centre

“Underwater Wales” 
an illustrated talk by Gill Bell, Head of 

Conservation for Wales Marine Society

Admission £3

Devauden Local History Talk

Saturday 4th March 2017 
St James Church

“Devauden from 370,000 years 
ago until (nearly) present” 

The talk starts at 7.30pm and light 
refreshments will be served.  

This an updated version of the 
fascinating talk which Dr Naylor Firth 

gave in 2014 and includes plenty of new 
information which he has unearthed 

during the past 24 months.

Entry by donation.  
Proceeds to St James’ Church.

The 6th Devauden Cross Country 
Races will be held on Bank Holiday 

Monday 1st May
Races are run entirely on the trails of 

Chepstow Park Woods.
Online entry for the 10k, 5k and 2k races is 

now open.

For more information visit the website http://
www.devauden.org.uk

Fox Trot Friday Tea Dance
Bulwark Community Hall

Every Friday 10.30am-12.30pm

Transition Chepstow
Health & Consciousness Group

Open Forum
Education for Patients 
Programme - Cymru

Wayne Jepson - Public Health Wales
Angela Tillcock - EPP Co-ordinator

Florence Room
The Beaufort Hotel

Chepstow

Thursday 30th March 2017, 7.30pm
Free admittance 

Transition Chepstow

AGM &
Open Forum Discussion

Localism and Globalization
Co-operation or Competition

Florence Room
The Beaufort Hotel, Chepstow

Monday 13th March 2017, 7.30pm
Free admittance 

12th & 13th May 2017
Early Bird tickets available

All happening in a huge Big Top this year 
so the weather doesn’t matter!
www.devaudenfestival.com
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Advertising YOUR Business
with Chepstow Matters 

couldn’t be easier!
Matters Magazines have been promoting local 

businesses within their local communities 
since 2005.

Give Jaci a call on 01291 606 900 
or email sales@mattersmagazines.co.uk 

and she will be pleased to help.

Prices to advertise in Chepstow Matters start from as little as £20 per month for an eighth 
page advert (or just £15 per month when booked on an annual basis).  Or a full page works 
out at just £67.50 per month when you book for a full year. (Prices exclude vat)

We can offer premium positions to get your business noticed, Artwork design, written 
Editorials and Reviews.

Matters Magazines are in the community for the community:    Keeping it Local!

Chepstow Matters

INDEX OF LOCAL ADVERTISERS
Blinds
Hi-Line Blinds 26
Business Services 
Virtual Office - Basepoint 1
Car Maintenance /  Car Sales
AutoCare, Chepstow 12
Terraclean 24
Catering - Tea Cup Tales 9
Child Care - 
Hedgehogs Nursery 10
Little Acorns Playgroup 22
Children’s Activities
Kestrel Gym Club 10
MoJo Active Holiday Camp 6
Stagecoach 7
Community Listings  28-30
Community Noticeboard  32-33
Days Out/Events/Activities
Chepstow Racecourse 2,6
Chepstow Choral Society 15
Paint on Me 8
Dog Grooming
Bilbo’s Pet Spa 18
Perfect Dog Grooming 3, 31
Pet & Reptile Centre 9

Dry Cleaners/Launderette
Fresh & Clean 14
Events - 
Castell Roc Music Festival 20-21
Walking Festival 4
Welsh Grand National 2
Fitness - 
Chepstow Community Fit Club 17
Derek’s Gym 17
Hub Gym, Chepstow 16
Kestrel Gym Club 10
Funeral Directors
Chepstow Funeral Service 16
Ian Watts & Sons 5
Gardening / Garden Centres
Chepstow Garden Centre 36
Home Furnishings
Critchcraft Wall & Floor Tiles 35
Hi-Line Blinds 6
Hearing 
Easi-Ear 13
Locksmith - 
City Locksmiths 19
Osteopath
Chepstow Osteopathic Clinic 24

Parties
Tea Cup Tales 9
Pets/Pet Care
Bilbo’s Pet Spa 18
Perfect Pets/Doggy Daycare 3,31
Pet & Reptile Centre 9
Police 
Pottery 
Paint on Me 8
Plumber 
R H White Plumbing & Heating 4
Schooling/Tuition
Pembroke Primary 11
Shirenewton Primary 19
St John’s-on-the-Hill 23
St Mary’s RC Primary 25
The Dell 7
Social Club
Burnt Barn Social Club 22
Tiles 
Critchcraft Wall & Floor Tiles 35
Toyshop - Toytastik 25
TV/Aerials - The Aerial Man  1, 3

Come and see possibly the largest tile 
showrooms in the UK!

20% DISCOUNT
with this coupon, offer valid until 31st March 2017

CRITCHCRAFT LTD
Wall & Floor Tiles 01291 626588

Bulwark Industrial Estate, Chepstow  NP16 5QZ                     OPEN 9-5pm MON-SAT

LOADS OF 

END OF LINES 

AT CLEARANCE 

PRICES !!!

•  Virtually everything in stock and a 20% 
discount on everything in the showrooms!  

•  Latest designs and displays. 
•  Have a day out and find new ideas for your 

kitchens, bathrooms, lounges, offices and 
garages. 

•  There is plenty of parking and we’d love to see 
you!

Whether you are tiling a porch or a major hotel do come 
and talk to us - we are almost unique, having hundreds 
of tons of tiles in stock.

Talk to us - we can probably do a deal to suit you!
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Ask in store for details
TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR MONTHLY OFFERS JOIN OUR FREE GARDENER’S CLUB

Save 15% on our Garden Furniture Range
Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th March
Extensive ranges from Bramblecrest, Hartman, Kettler & more!

Your Invitation to

   
 £1295

£1100.75

   
 

Discounts show 15% saving, which can be redeemed on garden furniture, in store on Saturday 11th or Sunday 12th
March with a valid Gardener’s Clubcard. Can not be used with other offers. For full furniture range see our website.

Pwllmeyric, Chepstow NP16 6LF
On the A48 just west of Chepstow
TEL: 01291 626035 
www.chepstowgardencentre.co.uk

MON-FRI 9am-6pm  
SAT 9am-5.30pm
SUN 10.30am-4.30pm

Capri Rectangle 8 Seat Set

Event Price
NSP

Event Price
NSP
Cora Round 6 Seat Set

Monteray Casual Dining Set

Event Price
NSP

in store on 

£1799
£1529.15

£1699
£1444.15


